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Ladies and gents, let the lake cottage entertaining begin!  
This is no joke…Bryon and Kay have spent several 
weekends getting the boat and wave runner cleaned up 
and waxed for summer use and seemed as jolly doing it 

as these two Spic & Span characters!  
Kay is kicking off the season 
with 9 girlfriends coming 
for a Paint & Sip party 
which should prove to 
be a rip roarin’ good 
time. It’ll be fun to see the 
“masterpiece” paintings of the lake sunset after a 
few hours of giggling and sipping! Bryon’s not in 

a giggly mood since the front cement work is delayed 
due to weather but, on the bright side, the only project 
left is to install a shed for boat accessories and stuff. 
Maybe Bryon needs a ‘Pack & Sip‘ party as he moves 
all his stuff into the new shed!  

Brent high tailed it out of town 
recently with a few friends for his 

first road trip!  Taking a break from their summer classes at 
Clark State, the pals made a speedy get away to Tennessee for 
some fun. This historic trip marked Brent’s first time away from 
home without the parents and he loved every minute; mom, 
however, was a basket of nerves while dad was sure and steady. I guess it’s hard to 
let the children grow up and take on the world. It was a good learning experience 
for all.

At the office, Bryon was notified of a recent change with Blueleaf. Evidently, 
Blueleaf will no longer update balances of accounts held on the Fidelity Invest-
ment platform and not managed by Formula Folios.  An email with instructions 
regarding this situation was sent out to all affected parties. However, if you are 
not sure if everything is working properly, please call the office and ask for Kathy 
or Megan and they will assist you in getting your Blueleaf account corrected.   

Listen, my children, and you shall hear
 Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,

 On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five;
 Hardly a man is now alive

 Who remembers that famous day and year?
 He said to his friend, ‘If the British march

 By land or sea from the town to-night,
 Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch

 Of the North Church tower as a signal light,—
One, if by land, and two, if by sea;

 And I on the opposite shore will be,
 Ready to ride and spread the alarm

 Through every Middlesex village and farm,
 For the country folk to be up and to arm.’

So through the night rode Paul Revere;
 And so through the night went his cry of alarm

 To every Middlesex village and farm,—
A cry of defiance and not of fear,

 A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door
 And a word that shall echo forevermore!
 For, borne on the night-wind of the Past,

 Through all our history, to the last,
 In the hour of darkness and peril and need,

 The people will waken and listen to hear
 The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed,

 And the midnight message of Paul Revere.

H.W. Longfellow (1863)

BryonPaul
Revere’s

Ride

In America, July is famous for the Fourth of 
July Celebration, fireworks, ice cream, picnics and hot dogs. Here are some other fun 
facts about July:

JULY FUN FACTS

• July is historically the warmest month of the year in most 
of the Northern Hemisphere.

• July was named in honor of Julius Caesar in 44 BC.
• July’s birth flowers are the Larkspur or the Water Lily.
• In 1804, Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton dueled.
• Ruby is the birthstone for July.
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How do you spell relaxation?  B-O-A-T-I-N-G on the lake is how Amy spells it. After 
such a busy spring, with graduations and everything else going on, Amy and her family 
spent most weekends this month just relaxing. Next month starts the kick off for the 2017 
certification process for Medicare and other health insurance which means many hours of 

training over the next several weeks. Yikes…go ahead, squeeze in all the fun-in-the-sun you can!
Speaking of fun-in-the-sun, daughter Sasha and cute little doggie Penelope came up to the lake for some 

weekend boating escapades. Everyone, including Penelope and Rizzo, went out on the boat. As you can see, Sasha 
piloted while Penelope served as co-captain! I think Penelope wanted to take over, but she has not passed her boating 
test as of yet. Rizzo prefers to sit on someone’s lap and, as long as she has her water cup in the holder and a lap to sit 
on when she wants, she’s fine. Occasionally she likes to sit on the bow, resembling a jaguar hood ornament. 

How do you wade through a fisherman’s tall tales of the big catch?! Well, Amy gave it 
her best over Father’s Day weekend when the boys all claimed to have caught the biggest 
fish. Spencer’s sons and grandkids hit the lake for a fishing trip and, while no one fell in 
the lake, the truth about the biggest catch went overboard! We’ll never know…the murky 
waters will hold the secret forever but the fun they had is certainly no secret!  

This is no tale…Amy was on TV this month. She and another Centerville Lion appeared on the Centerville 
Reports Today show to talk about the Lions Club and their upcoming 5K Race. Did you know the Lions are the 
world’s largest service club with over 1.4 million members? The organization was started in 1917 by an insur-
ance agent, Melvin Jones. In 1925, Helen Keller challenged the Lions to become “the knights of the blind in the 
crusade against darkness” when she spoke at their international convention in Cedar Point, Ohio.
Wonderful…keep up the good work!

Cue the band…Pomp and Circumstance played as Sidney strolled confidently 
across the stage to accept her High School diploma and there wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house! Handing out diplomas was Cedarville’s superintendent, who also 
happened to be Sidney’s basketball coach the last 2 years. Of course, being 

Sidney, she didn’t just settle for the ceremonial handshake, she 
caught him up in a bear hug. Her family and friends were not 
surprised by this, as she is the most joyful young lady around; 
and graduating with honors was a point of pride for all. After 
posing for tons of photos, the entourage 
went out for a late dinner to celebrate. Her 

open house was rainy, 
but everyone had an 
enjoyable time anyway. Now she is on to her summer job and starting Wilm-
ington College in the fall. Congrats Sid and Good Luck at Wilmington!!

The boys are out for the summer and are enjoying their freedom, although 
Jackson has been taking some of that freedom and work-

ing with his pig to get it ready for the fair. This is his first experience with 4-H and so far he’s 
enjoying himself. Collin has been spending his days with his grandmother and his little cousins, 
Ava and Emree. Ava just loves hanging out with Collin and follows him wherever he goes.  It 
won’t be long before little Emree is doing the same thing. He’s enjoying the warm weather and 
is honing his basketball skills.  By the way, he informed the family that he wants to play in the 
NBA! That’s awesome, can I get some free tickets!! I guess we’ll all have to wait and see how that works out for him. 
Get in line for those tickets!!

Well, I could’ve guessed.it’s been another busy month for Dick and Kathy! They hosted out of town guests, trav-
eled out of town to visit with friends, volunteered at the Springfield Arts Council 50th Summer Arts Festival, 
Sipped & Painted, and banged the gavel on a Township Meeting. I can’t keep up, can you?                                                                                     

Even with all these activies going on the two love birds squeezed in some alone time and enjoyed a
wonderful brunch at the new Mills Park Hotel in Yellow Springs. The massive veranda offered an invitation to sit down and enjoy a great 
glass of southern tea and exquisite lunch.  The experience was as charming as a trip down to the Ol’ South but the Ol’ South is not where 
they ended up; they wound up in Indiana instead!                                                         

Karen, Kathy’s sister, joined them with for a visit to Hoosier Raceway where they all ‘help fund the Indiana schools’.  After spending a 
few relaxing hours at the slot machines with no winners among them, the trio headed on down the road to their friends house for a cook-

out.  Friends Tina and Ray hosted a weekend of games, food and frivolity for their Ohio comrades. Dick, 
Kathy and Karen accepted the offer to spend the night and enjoyed a restful morning with more fellowship 
and a delicious breakfast on the patio.     

Kathy then wound up in Indian Lake for Kay’s Paint & Sip shindig. Of course all 9 ladies sipped and 
dipped their way to fun and Kay was the hostess with the mostess, along with faithful sister Karen, serving a 
variety of drinks and snacks. Golly ladies, sure sounds like fun.                         

To help kick off the Springfield Arts Council 50th Summer Arts Festival 
the pair volunteered to work the Annual BBQ and Beer Blast during the 
Fleetwood Mac Tribute performance and the Journey Tribute performance. 

Who would believe so many people would show up to wonder down memory lane with these perfor-
mances. Over 7,000 people converged at Veterans Memorial Park to sing and bop to the great hits. Dick 
and Kathy helped with craft beer sales where everyone enjoyed the opportunity to try the various brands. 

Anyone up for a ‘Summer Love Ale’, a ‘Hop Nosh’ or, their fav, ‘Not 
Your Father’s Root Beer’?      

 With all the summer comings and 
goings, Dick was able to squeeze 
in a Springfield Township Zoning 
Meeting where he’s been a board 
member for several years now. 
Doesn’t he look all official in this 
board photo? Good Job!

Kathy

The lazy days of summer are just what the doctor ordered for Miss 
Megan and she’s enjoying every minute. A trip to Athens for a night 
with a friend to celebrate a birthday was cut short, but no matter 
what time of the year it is, Athens is an awesome place to be and 

I’m sure she’ll return soon. Her trip to Cleveland with her mom and dad proved more 
fulfilling. Megan’s mom is finishing up her medical residency and, to prepare for her up-

coming board exam, she took a board review course 
in Cleveland. So, she tagged along and spent lots of 
good time with her dad as they explored Cleveland. 
Dinner in Little Italy was scrumptious 
and the West Side Market on W. 25th 
Street was a treat. Megan loves to stop 
by market places in Ohio; she’s now 
been to three so far: Dayton, Columbus 
and Cleveland.  Most food is either 
fresh from the farm or homemade. 
The gourmet chocolate covered pretzel 
sticks were so tasty.  It was then off to 
the famous Lake View Cemetery, where 
there is a memorial dedicated to James 
Garfield and where he and his wife 
Lucretia are interred. You could see a lot of Cleveland from on top of the memorial. The impressive 
chapel features a few Louis Comfort Tiffany stained glass windows which absolutely dazzled in the 
sun. It was a quick trip but a lifetime of memories was made! 

Megan

The Tiffany stained glass window in 
Wade Chapel, Lake View Cemetary,

Cleveland, Ohio.

The view from James Garfield Memorial,
Lakeview Cemetary,

Cleveland, Ohio.
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The view from James Garfield Memorial,
Lakeview Cemetary,

Cleveland, Ohio.

Betsy Ross has long been the identified with designing the flag, but serious 
investigation into the facts lead to another designer. Francis Hopkinson of 

New Jersey, a naval flag designer, and a signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, designed the 1777 flag while Chairman of the Continental Navy Board’s 
Middle Department, sometime between November 1776 and its adoption in 
June 1777. Robert G. Heft is credited with designing the current 50 star Ameri-
can flag while he was a 17 yr. old high school student in Ohio. Heft created the 
design in 1958 for a high school class project.
(see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States for more information)

Who Designed the 
1st American Flag?

Flag
Design
1777
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Thank you to 
Don Troike 

from Denver, 
Colorado for 
his submission 
of this photo 
showing quality 
of life in Colora-
do! Where else 

can you see a real live cowboy herding cows with the 
majestic mountains in the background? Thanks Don for 
giving a peek at the awesome life you have in Denver.

Quality of Life

In Memoriam

Last month was a sad time for our Spicer Wealth family with several clients passing 
away. We would like to offer our sincere sympathy to the family of John Lui. John 

and his lovely wife Mary Ann have been clients of our firm for over 10 years and were 
faithful attendees of our events until he became ill. John courageously battled vari-
ous types of cancer over the last several years, losing the final battle surrounded by his 
loving family last month. We send our love and support to Mary Ann and her devoted 
family. 

Genevieve Roadruck was the most vivacious and spunky woman known to tell a 
story.  She would entertain the office with her various tails about growing up as one 

of seven children 100 years ago or the great experiences of her nursing career. Jenny was 
101 1/3rd years old when she passed last month and will be greatly missed by her dedi-
cated family including her son Max, his wife Barbara and their son Brian and wife Chris-
tina. She had been a client for over 10 years and shared lots of tales, our favorite was 
about her family and how she was the youngest of 7 children with her older sister being 
an opera singer in New York City. Her sister would whisk Jenny to New York during the 
summer so she could experience the glamourous life lead by her sister; those visits were 
the highlife of her childhood. Her favorite nursing memory was during the time she sup-
plied care to Al Capone’s mother. She always left us with a smile after her lengthy yarns.  
Jenny, you will be greatly missed.

Another Familiar face to our Spicer Wealth Family was Roger Jette who passed away last month. He and his 
wife Virginia were regulars at many of our client events, visiting with everyone whether at several plays, 

Dragon’s games or wine tasting. Roger retired as a Senior Systems Engineer in the Fighter Attack SPO from 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base. We offer Virginia and Rogers’s family our condolences during this difficult 
time and ask you keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * *
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Don’t Make These 3 Retirement 
Planning Mistakes in Your 40s 

Retirement planning should always be a priority, but it may take on added urgency if you are in your 
40s. Once you cross 40, you may only have a couple of decades to save for retirement. That may seem 

like a long time; however, if you make a mistake or fail to save, you could find your ability to live a com-
fortable retirement is severely limited.

Fortunately, your 40s may also provide you with opportunities to boost your retirement savings. You could 
find your income is at the highest levels of your career due to your experience and knowledge. Your chil-
dren may be old enough that you no longer have to pay for things like childcare. And, you could have 
reduced debt levels, allowing you to allocate more money to retirement savings.

Your 40s could make or break your retirement savings plan. It all depends on the decisions you make. 
Below are three common mistakes people in their 40s make when it comes to saving for retirement. Avoid 
these mistakes and you will likely find yourself in a stronger position:

1. Saving for college instead of retirement. 
You likely want to give your children the best education possible. However, by saving for college instead of 
retirement, you may be putting yourself in a precarious financial position.
Remember, your children have other financing options for college. They can take out loans. They may qual-
ify for grants or scholarships. They can even work part-time or commute to a local college to save money.
There are not loans or scholarships for retirement. Saving for college is an admirable goal, but don’t do it at 
the expense of your retirement savings.

2. Not adjusting your investment allocation. 
One common retirement planning mistake is keeping the same investment allocation for a long period of 
time. When you’re younger, you may be able to tolerate more risk and volatility in your portfolio since 
you have a longer period of time until you retire, and you’ll likely have more time to recover if the market 
experiences a significant decline.
However, as you get older, your window for recovery shrinks. If you experience a significant decline in 
your 40s or 50s, you may not have time to rebound before retirement. That doesn’t mean you should avoid 
risk altogether. However, it may be wise to review your investment allocations and see if you should make 
adjustments to reduce potential volatility.

3. Skimping on your 401(k) and IRA contributions. 
You may see your income rise throughout your 40s and into your 50s. Many people hit career peaks in their 
40s as their years of experience and hard work start to payoff.
As your income rises, consider also increasing your contribution levels to your 401(k) and IRAs. Even 
increasing your contribution by a single percentage point could make a big difference in your savings. Each 
time you get a raise, consider making a permanent increase to your contribution levels.
Want to bolster your retirement savings plan? Contact us here at Spicer Wealth Management. As a financial 
professional in Beavercreek, Ohio, I welcome the opportunity to help you plan for a comfortable and enjoy-
able retirement. Let’s connect soon and start the conversation.



COUNTDOWN:
107 DAYS UNTIL

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT 
(FROM JUNE 30)

In less than five months, we will begin the eight week window in which you can switch your Prescription drug plan, aka 
your Part D, and/or your Advantage plan, aka your Part C plan, if you have one.  It will be interesting to see what the 

new plans look like. Every year there is a change, some minor, some major. 

This month, I want to focus on the Part D plans. Last month, I was showing another agent how I compared the drug 
plans to find the best coverage for an individual. I have been doing this for a while, but am still amazed at how the plans 
are so different. It is not just the plans themselves, but also how the plans compare when you switch pharmacies. The same 
medication can cost more at one pharmacy than it does at another pharmacy, even when the same Part D plan is used.  
Some of the variance is due to network level. Some plans have preferred, standard and out of network pharmacies. The 
preferred pharmacies are going to have a lower cost. In other instances, two pharmacies may both have the same tier, but 
the cost will still differ. 

I took a list of medications from someone I know and compared his prices with six different plans and four different 
retail pharmacies and mail order. He had 25 plans from which to choose. I looked at three plans under $30 and three plans 
over $60. His list of medications included Metoprolol Tartrate 25mg, Atorvastatin 80mg, Amlodipine Besylate 10mg, Li-
sinipril 25 mg and Zetia 10mg. At first I looked at the cost of the medications, but decided the total annual cost would give 
us the best comparison. I knew there would be differences in prices at the different pharmacies, but I was still shocked by 
the price range. I thought it might be couple of dollars, maybe a couple of hundred.  I was wrong. The difference between 
the cheapest plan/pharmacy combination and the most expensive was $1515.40. Fifteen hundred dollars! For the exact 
same medication! The difference seems to be a result of the Zetia tier. Some plans had this listed as a Tier 3, while others a 
Tier 4. Preferred pharmacy versus standard pharmacy and out of network pharmacies also attributed to the discrepancy.  In 
some cases, paying a higher premium each month reduced the overall annual cost. The lowest cost combination was the 
plan with a $60.60 monthly premium using the mail order pharmacy. 

After seeing the results, I removed the Zetia to see what the pricing would look like with all generic medications. Big 
difference! It was interesting to note the difference between the least and most expensive with generics was $969.6. In this 
case, the higher monthly premium plans were not worth the higher cost. You could be throwing away $969.60 dollars every 
year. Take a look at both charts. Which plan do you like best?

I had someone tell me it would be cheaper to just buy the generic medications out right and not have a drug plan. In 
some cases this might be true. However, if you are on Medicare and do not have a drug plan or other credible coverage, you 
will be assessed a penalty when you sign up for one. This penalty is 1% of the national base beneficiary premium ($34.10 
for 2016) times the number of full months uncovered, rounded to the .10. It is added to the premium of any plan you pick 
and continues every month as long as you remain on Medicare. The national base beneficiary has increased each year.

This example raises some other questions for you. Are you willing to switch pharmacies to save $1000 a year? My 
daughter works for Drug Mart so it is my favorite pharmacy now. I do not get a family discount, so would probably switch 
if I could save that much. Another question is when do you want to pay? In this example, the mail order cost was the 
cheapest in almost every plan. However, with the mail order, you have to pay quarterly so there is a bigger payment upfront 
than if you pay monthly. Do you like having medication delivered to your door or do you prefer to go to the pharmacy?

Next question, and probably the most important one,  is are you completing a review like this every year during annual 
enrollment to make sure you have the right plan for you? Every year, the plans change. I will run this comparison again 
during annual enrollment and may get different results. 

Please Turn Over



Also, this example is just one person’s medications, in one zip code, with the pharmacies and plans I selected. I could 
complete the same comparison on another person in a different area of the state, with different meds and the results would 
be different. It is all about your medications, your pharmacy, your location and your plan. Your best friend’s plan may not 
be the best plan for you. You would not wear your best friend’s clothes if they did not fit would you?    

I met with a couple earlier this year to discuss the wife’s health insurance. She will be turning 65 next year, so we were 
looking at individual plans for those under 65. Her husband was there as well. He is already on Medicare and was com-
plaining about his former agent. He said she called him every year during annual enrollment to get together and discuss 
his meds.  I explained to him that I am the same way. I want to meet with everyone once a year as well. I am not providing 
the best service if I don’t review changes and make sure they are still on the best plan for them. He said he was happy with 
his current plan and did not want to switch. When I asked him what he liked about his plan, he said it was the premium 
price and low cost of his medications. He said he was on all generics and paid only a few dollars for each prescription. 
His premium was under $30.00. I told him that sounded like a good plan, but there might be a better one for him. He 
could be on a plan right now costing him less than $20 a month in premium and ZERO cost for his generic prescriptions 
delivered right to his door. He was very surprised and plans to call me this fall during annual enrollment to schedule an 
appointment. 

If you would like additional information about a particular Medicare subject, please reach out to me at 
937-426-3836.

Until next month,

Amy Gephart
Amy Gephart

Cost	Comparison	Chart

With	Zetia
Plan	CO1A						
$19.80

Plan	CO2A	
$18.40

Plan	CO3A												
$29.70

Plan	CO1B		
$78.90

Plan	CO2B	
$70.50

Plan	CO3B	
$60.60

Pharmacy

Pharmacy	1 $1,732.44 $1,286.61 $1,224.61 $2,050.46 $1,599.20 $1,124.41

Pharmacy	2 $1,732.87 $1,681.86 $1,231.42 $2,049.48 $1,628.81 $1,131.22

Pharmacy	3 $1,732.74 $1,591.99 $1,224.61 $2,562.60 $1,756.04 $1,124.41

Pharmacy	4 $1,732.74 $1,651.26 $1,224.61 $2,050.46 $1,829.06 $1,124.41

Mail	Order $1,478.80 $1,156.40 $1,166.40 $1,936.00 $1,348.95 $1,047.20

Prices	are	annual	costs	including	both	costs	of	Zetia	medication	and	premium.	

Without	Zetia
	Plan	CO1A	
$19.80

Plan	CO2A			
$18.40

Plan	CO3A	
$29.70

Plan	CO1B	
$78.90

Plan	CO2B	
$70.50

Plan	CO3B	
$60.60

Pharmacy

Pharmacy	1 $331.44 $340.80 $356.40 $946.80 $1,038.00 $727.20

Pharmacy	2 $331.56 $589.80 $356.40 $946.80 $1,038.00 $727.20

Pharmacy	3 $331.44 $510.00 $356.40 $1,121.16 $1,135.20 $727.20

Pharmacy	4 $331.44 $565.20 $356.40 $946.80 $1,190.40 $727.20

Mail	Order $235.20 $220.80 $356.40 $946.80 $846.00 $727.20
Least	Expensive	Plan Most	Expensive	Plan
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