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Grilling, baking, boating, and eagle watching are happening at the lake with 
increasing intensity and Bryon and Kay are lovin’ every minute of it! Officially 
the lakeside grill master, you can find Bryon in his chef ’s hat all 

weekend while you’ll find Kay in her baker’s apron. Whether she’s 
preparing her famous pecan rolls or cinnamon buns, her rolling pin 
is spinning and the oven is hot to the touch!  Mmmm, everything 
smells so yummy.

Get out your binoculars and be prepared to be dazzled as you focus in on the local, lake-
side eagle family. Bryon is happy to report that he’s seen the eagles several times and under-
stands that there are three young eaglets, too. The young eagles, who 
will not get their white head feathers till they are three or four years old, 
are being patiently taught by their mothers. The eagles are so graceful 
when they fly and are masterful when they are hunting prey from the 
lake. One mother tried to teach her young one how to fish on the lake. 
She circled the lake a few times then made her move; she dove in and 
got a fish with only her talons getting wet as she grabbed the fish. Then 
the youngster took a turn, but he wasn’t successful; I suspect the loud 
screeching from the mother was her attempt at giving instructions to 
young one!  After the lesson they flew off together to try it again another day.   

Let the eagles have their lessons in hunting and fishing, Kay and Bryon prefer to be 
schooled in Amish cabbage auctions! I’m not sure what possessed him, 
but Bryon got a kick out of buying 84 lbs. of fresh cabbage heads as a 
present for Kay!! It all started when the 
duo hit the Amish vegetable auction and 
hijinks ensued. Kay wasn’t sure what Bryon 
expected her to do with a case of cabbages, 
but she took it in stride and told Bryon 
that if he got $12.00 worth of fun out of it, 
then she would tolerate his shenanigans. As 

you might have guessed, their neighbors were all given a fresh 
head of cabbage and a lifetime of memories were made. Hey Kay, can we expect fresh slaw at 
the next cookout?

Kay has her calendar book almost full of when different friends will 
be visiting the cottage. Always a place to relax and enjoy friends and 
family, the atmosphere on the Fourth of July at the cottage was jumpin’. 
All of Kay’s family and two adopted sisters came up for the annual 
Fireworks on the Lake which, according to the Chamber of Commerce, 
attracts over a thousand boats to the water. With thousands of twin-
kling red and green navigation lights glowing on the pitch black water, 
motoring back to the dock is not for the faint of heart. Bryon, now 
with his captain’s hat on, likes to joke with the passengers by saying 
“how do we get back to the cottage”?  He sure has fun seeing the panic 
on their faces. Wow, he’s a grill master and now Benny Hill!

The Ancient Games
You’ve heard of the Olympic Games
I’m sure you’ve seen them on TV,
But did you know they first began
In 776 BC?

‘Twas Hercules who founded them
So he could celebrate
His most recent heroic act
‘Twas something really great.
He’d cleaned a filthy stable that
Was full of horse manure.
...Well, that’s the legend anyway
Nobody knows for sure.

There were lots of sports and games
Running, throwing, jumping,
And something called “pankration”:
Wrestling, with thumping.

Back then all athletes competed
Completely in the nude.
If somebody did that today
We’d think it very rude.

One day a Christian Emperor
Named Theodosius
Stopped the games forever,
Because they honored Zeus.

But hundreds of years later, at
The end of Queen Vic’s reign
Somebody had the bright idea
To bring them back again.

Bryon

The History of the Olympics
by Paul Perro
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Warm, summer days bring pool days with the kiddies and this bunch is no different. The
gang took little niece Ava to the pool and she was one brave little guppy. Once she had her

floaties on, she jumped and splash and played with boys ‘til the sun went down. Poor little thing was ex-
hausted and fell asleep on the way home. Too cute!

More sunny, summer fun was had during a visit to Indian Lake over the holiday. Kayaking, paddle
boarding, fishing and rafting were the order of the day….just how summer weekends should be. Their
good friends always invite them to their lake house for holiday cookouts, fireworks and fun and what a
good time it was. As if frolicking at the lake wasn’t enough, Collin and Anna explored Kings Island again
with some friends the other day. Anna’s hopes of getting Collin on a roller coaster were dashed though

when he opted to hang out at the water park instead.  All was not lost since Anna
and her girlfriend sat back and relaxed while the boys splished-n-splashed the day away. Do
you think Mr. Collin will get up the courage to ride a coaster someday?  I think so, don’t
you?

Is it possible to put a damper on sum-
mer fun? Well, Jackson and Sid tried re-
cently as they brought home 3 ducks! That’s
right, Hughie, Dewy, and Louie joined the
families’ menagerie and call the baby pool
‘Home Sweet Home’ — that’s until Sidney
builds them a pond. I guess we’ll see how
that goes….stay tuned!

What do fireworks, test taking, Pee Wee Theatre and 5K runs have in common?  If you guessed they
all involved Amy, you’d be correct. It was a busy, busy, busy month for her as she completed her AHIP

certification and passed all other recertification tests.  Having that behind her is a relief and she didn’t wait long to
relax!

The fourth of July was a great weekend with fireworks, a parade and a festival.
Spencer and Amy spent Friday and Saturday at the lake and watched the fireworks
from the shore where they have a spectacular view and are safe from the crazy boat
traffic. Poor little Rizzo stayed inside as she tried to dodge the noise, but wound up
being up most of the night anyway.  Shhhh, keep it down…she still has a small case
of the nerves!

Did I spot Amy and the crew merrily marching along in several parades the other day?  I think I did!  Amy
walked and Spencer rode on the truck for the Centerville Lions during a wet parade, but had fun anyhow. And if that wasn’t enough, they
cruised on down to Monroe to help the Lions down there with their festival and the very popular Plinko game station. I’m not sure who had
more fun, the kids or Amy and Spencer!

Once they jumped off the floats, Amy and Spencer hit the ground running in the Lions 5K Race.  With a goal of 100
runners, Amy really campaigned hard to get runners for the race and, when all was said and done, she managed to wrangle
up 128 runners! The fastest runner ran the 5K in 16:18 — with a baby stroller! His wife
came in 2nd place with a time of 17:40. It was great to see them run.

 A little birdie told me the highlight of Amy’s month was attending the Vandalia Youth Theatre’s Pee
Wee cast production of Sweets, Treats, and Candy and Willy Wonka, Kids!   Did I mention that grand-
daughter Peyton was the most adorable, singing Oompa Loompa ever?  She, and approximately 77 other
children, took to the stage to sing a few numbers from Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory and sure
charmed the whole audience. Congrats Miss Peyton!

Dick and Kathy love this time of year, not only does the convertible top come down as they cruise the countryside, but the 
local entertainment is as abundant as Midwest sweet corn. Their entertainment travels took them to the Springfield Civic 

Theatre production of the Drowsy Chaperone, a musical comedy revisiting a fictitious 1928 musical that included a wedding, a bumbling 
best man, gangsters and an intoxicated chaperone. The plot has all the ingredients for an evening of mad cap delight and, interestingly, has 
won 5 Tony Awards including best original score. Their sassy gray convertible then rolled to a stop at Veteran’s Park for a Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons tribute band concert. Presented by the Springfield Summer Arts Festival, they dragged 
Miss Annabel along and her head and toe didn’t stop bobbing and tapping throughout the whole 
2-hour show!  She reminisced where she was and what she was doing when each song was popular. Way
to rock out Annabel!

I’m not sure you can tell, but I have a strong suspicion that this month 
was all about sisterhood for Kathy. Concerts, parties and cooking filled 
her days as she, along with her sisters Karen and Kay and ‘adopted’ sisters 
Becky and Jeannine, paid their first visit to the Rose Music Center at the 
Heights. These special ladies really enjoyed their evening with Willie Nel-
son as he performed over six –decades of hits which, surprisingly, included 
Crazy, Hello Walls, Funny How Time Slips Away, Red Headed Stranger and 

Stardust. At 83 yrs. old, Willie and his original, trusty acoustic guitar named Trigger (named after Roy 
Rogers’ horse) mesmerized the girls for an hour and forty-five minutes with only one break to spotlight 
his pianist in a solo performance. Quite a performance by someone who, at 83, is still writing and per-
forming across the country! The fab 5 were quite appreciative of his great talent.  Yee Haw! 

Hold on here… I’m not sure these two master chefs need any further culinary instruc-
tion, but I found Kit and Kathy in a cooking class recently. The art of cooking northeast fish delicacies 
provided an opportunity for some quality bonding time for these two sisters. They relaxed while the teacher 
instructed on the techniques to cooking skate and haddock, which call the northeastern states their home. 
Each fish was paired with wonderful sides and a glass of hand selected wine. After 5 glasses of wine and a 

bottle of beer to go with the dessert, it was no wonder the ladies are anxious to schedule another evening learning 
the art of cooking! Yikes…who’s keeping an eye on the kitchen?!      

Kit has finally found extra time for the finer things in life. Over the last 10 years she has gone from a wife and 
mother of two to a wife and mother of two with her MD. She has finally finished all her schooling and will be sit-
ting for her board certification test soon. To celebrate her freedom and her new partnership at the Family Practice 
in Springfield, a huge party was thrown in her honor. It was a little damp the night of the celebration but the 
band, Tony Hates Jazz, didn’t miss a beat performing everything but jazz while all enjoyed the catered dinner from 
Skyline Chili. You may have guessed…Kathy and Karen were in charge of the appetizers and Kay shined with her 

awesome desserts. Congratulations Dr. Kathleen J. Oxner! I know your family is extremely proud of the wonderful woman you have grown 
into and the accomplishments you have attained.  Bravo!

kathy

The lazy days of summer have influenced Miss Megan’s groovy, w-i-d-e open schedule. Hanging 
out with friends and planning her trip to Maine seem to be her only care these days! Did I see 

her on a fold-up chaise lounge with a cold drink and ferry schedule? I must have since she’s determined to visit 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia while on her visit to Maine to see her aunt and cousin. Will she have cell phone service on 
the 5.5 hour ferry ride to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia from Portland?! Oh my, this could present a problem for posting 

pictures to Facebook and SnapChat! Have fun Megan…we can’t wait to hear 
all about it.

I almost forgot, Miss Megan did hit a few wine tastings at several winer-
ies with her parents and they all had a blast. Cheers! Also, her mom officially 
finished her medical residency and has started practicing in Springfield. A 
Skyline Chili catered party was held to celebrate this grand achievement…
Congratulations! 

megan

If you have an IRS tax extension for filing your 2015 tax return, you have until 
October 15, 2016 to file or e-file your 2015 Tax Return. So, if you have all of your 
information ready now, then why wait? File soon and avoid penalties for late filing. 

anna

amy

5K

TAX REMINDER - Did You File or efile a Tax Extension?
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A Page from the Quarterback’s Playbook:

(Spicer, Don’t Get Sacked in Retirement. A Financial Quarter-
back’s Playbook for Winning the Game, page 31)

“How much risk should you accept as you get closer to retirement?  A lot of advisers will tell you about the Rule of 
100, a way to roughly determine how much of your wealth to expose to market risk and how much to keep in safe 
or hybrid tools.   Subtract your age from 100, the rule says, and that’s the percentage you can reasonably keep in 
more market-risk investments.  If you’re 60, for example, you would want a ratio of 40 percent exposed to market 
risk and 60 percent invested in safe and hybrid tools”.
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Don’t have enough life insurance, or don’t 
have any life insurance at all? 

You’re not alone. According to a 
study from Bankrate.com, four in 10 
Americans don’t have any life insur-
ance. Of the 60 percent of Ameri-
cans who do have insurance, nearly 
half of them may not have enough.

While life insurance is frequently 
used to provide financial protection to children, spouses and oth-
ers who may depend on your income, there are other reasons to 
consider life insurance protection.

Below are three reasons why you may need life insurance even if 
you don’t have dependents. 

1. You are purchasing a home.
2. You own a business.
3. You may need to take care of your parents.

• Water, water, water!  Early morning is best and
avoid getting leaves wet in the hot
sun, which can burn plants.

• Order shrubs and trees for fall
planting.

• Mow lawn on highest setting.

• Harvest and enjoy those garden veggies.

• Divide and transplant perennials after blooming.

• Harvest seeds from favorite annuals or perennials.

• Take photos of plants you like while blooming and
take note for future garden designs.

• Gather herbs for drying. The best time to gather
is mid-morning after the dew has dried. Cut with
stems attached.
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3 Reasons You May Need 
Life Insurance Even if 

You Don’t Have Dependents

AUGUST 
LAWN & 
GARDEN 
TO-DO 

LIST   

If any of these sound familiar, you 
may want to consult with your 
financial professional. Give Bryon 
a call at 937-426-3836.

BRYON’S BLOG SPOT

That’s right, by popular demand the
Harvest Dance has returned. Lasso 

your calendar and plan to join us for 
the Spicer Wealth Harvest Dance on 
September 10th!  Plan to dance the 
night away and reminisce with a little 

bit of country and a little bit of rock n’ roll presented by Olds 
Cool band, previously the Four Aces.  Vintage tunes will fill the 
Michael Solomon Dance Pavilion, so grab your favorite partner 
and bring all your friends and neighbors (upto 6 friends) to 
this fun event.  Now is the time to earn your Advocate and 
Ambassador designations and be rewarded with gifts at the 
Holiday Ball!  We’ll see you there! 

Harvest Dance Event
September 10th 

T he world is changed 
by your example , not by 
your opin ion.

Paulo Coelho, Brazilian lyricist



Thank you Jess for offering all your Spicer Wealth Family the opportunity to be 
a part of the Osborn Historic Garden Tour which had 11 homes participate for 

2016. The tour is offered every other year. Jessie had all types of appetizers and 
refreshments of wine, mimosas and introduced all her friends to a new bever-
age, the mini beer, to enjoy as they immersed themselves in the beauty of her 
garden. She had numerous people on hand to guide you through the paths and 

describe each vendetta. Thank you Jessie for such a delightful afternoon. 

Jessie’s Garden Party



Thank You 
Jess!
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