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The Spicer family has been very busy over the past month entertaining friends and family at 
the cottage and they couldn’t be more excited. On a recent visit, many guests were able to see 

the local eagles in flight directly over their heads as they were looking for food; and I must say it was spectacu-
lar!  They were able to watch their graceful glide as they waited for the perfect time to dive into the water and 
come up with a fish for dinner. It was amazing to consider that they did their fishing and only got a small por-

tion of their talons wet. That’s lots different than when Bryon fishes and winds up wet and fishy!  
It was also a treat to see the young eagles perched in a neighbor’s tree drying their feathers after a 
rain. Continuing the fun, lots of family trekked up to the lake for the annual “Long Island Ring of Fire” over Labor Day. 
Everyone enjoyed a lake full of island lights and dock flares. You may remember that the “Ring of Fire” is an annual event 
where everyone takes their boat out on the water to observe the “ring of fire” along the land which provides a huge glow of 
red against the water. It’s a great site to enjoy. The fun for Bryon continues after the flares burn out. How you might say? 

Well, Bryon likes to freak his guests out when he asks, in the pitch black, “How do we get back to our dock?” He gets such a tickle as 
panic washes over their faces! Pitch black on the water with very limited landmarks to go by is usually a cause concern for most people. 
(Part of his sick little humor, I guess!)

Bryon

"There is no season when such p leasant and sunny spots
may be l ighted on, and produce so p leasant an effect on the feel ings,

as now in October. "    -  Nathanie l  Hawthorne

Hey, Bryon is starring in another Spicer Wealth video that’s been uploaded to the website and I highly 
recommend you take a peek!  The video is on the home page and is titled “The Retirement Savings Dilem-
ma”. It’s a nice cartoon that explains the differences between the accumulation phase of their life and the 
distribution phase of their life and some of the common mistakes made in the distribution phase by using 
the wrong financial tools. Check it out and let Bryon know what you think!! He may just win an Oscar for 

his performance! By the way, Bryon will be hitting the road to attend another educational forum to learn more about the tax 
code and how to help clients reduce their tax burdens efficiently during their retirement years. Go, Bryon!!
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Well, it looks like Miss Sidney is adjusting to 
college life and her folks couldn’t be happier. Al-

though she is commuting, she has met lots of new people and has 
bonded with her orientation group which has made the transition 
from high school much easier. We’re really not surprised she’s mak-
ing lots of friends because she’s such a neat young lady!  

Speaking of neat things… the duck family 
has quickly adjusted to life on the Ryman 
farm. Most days you can find them in the 
back yard hanging out with the dogs, which 
keeps them in close contact with the dog 

food! Seems the little duckies like to eat the dog food more than 
their own scratch grains…poor little doggies.  In her spare time, 
Sidney is still working on putting a bigger pond together for them 
because they are quickly out growing their little baby pool. Let’s 
see, not only do the ducks call the farm home, a new ferret has 
just moved in! Jackson decided to spend his birthday money and 
bought a ferret and this purchase was NOT “mom approved” ani-
mal but I have been told that it will stay in the garage. We’ll have 
to wait and see!

Football is “mom approved” and boy are their weekends full of 
it. With Collin’s game on Saturday and the NFL on 
Sunday, not much is getting done around the Ryman 
house right now!! Collin’s team had their opening 
game last weekend and, although they lost, he seemed 
to have fun on the field. Some of the team had never 
played before which is a small disadvantage, but the 
boys seem to be paying attention to the coaches and 
are starting to show some improvement. Go team! 

With the kids back on a regular schedule, I see that Anna is 
taking a yoga class. A first for her, she has a friend 
that’s been teaching one for a few years and has 
been bugging her to give it a try. Well, she has 
and loves it so far. I wonder if she’ll ever be able 
to twist into a pretzel shape like some master yoga 
folks can?!  Yikes! 

The ghosts and goblins 
visited with Dick and Kathy 

early this month and they weren’t very kind; 
in fact, they were downright ghoulish! The 
first two goblins to visit their house decided 
to divide and conquer… with one attacking 
their dishwasher and the other damaging 
their dryer. What a pair!  Upon arrival, the 
repairman said nothing could be done to help the dishwasher, 
but he could repair the dryer since it was just a timer issue. The 
dynamic duo wasn’t pleased with that prognosis as the dryer was 
only about 3 years old and the dishwasher was only 2 years old. 
Nonetheless it was “Hi Ho Hi Ho it’s off to shopping they go”! Af-
ter stopping at every appliance store in the area, they purchased a 

dishwasher and had it delivered. 
Unfortunately, when Dick got 
home and tore into the packag-
ing he discovered an 8” dent on 
the dishwasher’s door! He made 
a quick call to the store to get 
a replacement and found out 
it would take a week and a half 
to order the replacement! Good 

going, gremlins.    
Meanwhile, the goblins didn’t think the damaged dishwasher 

door was enough of an issue so, under the cover of night, they 
decided to revisit the dryer. Enter the repairman stage right who 
pronounced last rights on the dryer and sent Dick and Kathy off 
in search of a new dryer. As Glenda the Good Witch watched over 
the excited pair, installation day arrived! The old dryer was quickly 
swept out of the laundry room and the new shiny dryer was 

quickly installed. Perfect. Now it was out to the 
kitchen to install the new dishwasher which had 
been delivered the previous day. What?  Oh no! 
The door won’t open?! Mr. King, the repairman, 
used all his strength to pry the door open only to 
discover the dishwasher had been dropped at the 

warehouse and the whole bottom was crushed into the washing 
tub!! You’ve got to be kidding. So, it’s another call to the store and 
another two weeks before they can deliver another replacement.

So, if you readers decide to go trick or treating this year… I 
would stay away from Dick and Kathy’s house. Their curtains are 
drawn with crosses in the windows to ward off any other ghost or 
goblins that are trying to invade their home. I can definitely assure 
you that they will not be opening their door on beggar’s night.

Kathy

Anna

Amy

The historic average weather tempera-
tures for Dayton range from an average 
high of 84 degrees to a low of 19. So let’s 
take a look at October:  the average low 
is 55 degrees and the average high is 
76 degrees. Amazingly, the record low 
was 18 (in 1895) and the record high was 102 (in 1900)! 
Wonder what we’ll what see this year?!

Dayton, It’s Our Home!

“…certain investments seem to target re-
tirees for taxes. There are tools that are 
marketed as tax-free, like a triple net tax 
bond, meaning that I don’t have to pay 
tax on the income at the federal, the state 
or the city level. Well, that’s true. I don’t 
have to pay income tax at those three lev-
els, but it may not be 100 percent tax free 
for a retiree.  When you compute how 

much of your Social Security benefit it taxable, you have to 
include in your calculations the interest income you earned 
from that “tax-free” bond. In other words, you end up forc-
ing more or your Social Security into taxation. That’s an ex-
ample where tax free really isn’t tax free”.

A PAGE from the QUARTERBACK’S Playbook:

(Spicer, Don’t Get Sacked in Retirement. A Financial Quarterback’s 
Playbook for Winning the Game, page 88)



It was after several great days at the lake, grilling, boating and watching football that 
things got exciting!   Amy and Spencer’s dog, Rizzo, bolted when Spencer opened 

the door one Sunday morning. This cute little Whippet mix was g-o-n-e in seconds with Spencer 
running right behind.  With Spencer on foot, Amy jumped in the convertible with the pedal to the 
metal. Picture that…Amy in her convertible driving down the road calling for her dog screaming 
phrases she knows will get Rizzo’s attention, like “Ribeye” “Rizzo, Ribeye treat” “Rizzo, Cookie” 
Fortunately, the neighbors didn’t bat an eye and when Amy came to the end of the street, she saw 
a SUV pulled over and they had Rizzo! They were very excited to be reunited with each other and 
happy all ended well. Wow, Spence and Amy might want to invest in some track shoes!

Lazy days at the lake seem like a distant memory but one of the best experiences lately has been 
munching on the popcorn at the Moose Lodge!  Yep, Amy loves the popcorn there and will make 
every effort to catch a football game there so she can dig in. Breakfast with her neighbors was also 
a highlight since she didn’t have to cook a thing…just sit back, relax and nibble away. Amy and 

Spencer plan on returning the favor when they get back from vacation. She’s 
contemplating a total vegetarian meal, but feels her friends might suddenly 
come down with a “weird flu” and cancel if she told them this. So, meat it will 
be for the neighbors.

Speaking of cooking, Amy did a food demo for the CHIP program this 
month. She and Spencer are both alumni and have been helping out with the 
new classes by doing demos. Once she prepares the dish for 30 people, she 
then makes the same dish for the demo. Last time she 
tossed a sweet potato/black bean stew together, this time 

she whipped up a Banana Cherry frozen dessert with a Raspberry Blueberry 
sauce. With Spencer’s help and a little kitchen teasing, the dessert came 
together perfectly yummy! Let’s see if Sasha’s wedding plans and the annual 
Medicare enrollment come together as flawlessly! We’ll keep you posted for 
sure. 
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Amy

Bryon, Kay, Kathy and the gang hope everyone who attended the Harvest Dance enjoyed 
the trip down memory lane with the “Olds Kool” band.  The unfriendly weather did cause a 
handful of cancellations, but all who did manage to make it out had a ball!   A big thank you 
goes out to Glenn and Jane Harshberger for inviting their friends Doug Essman and TJ Kline 
and Bob and Sandy Rowland for reintroducing us to their friends Dan and Priscilla Acuff.  We 
greatly appreciate the introductions to your friends and neighbors.  Have a neighbor or friend 
looking for a new wealth advisor? Give them one of the enclosed referral cards.  If we supply 
a complete CARES Financial Review for them we have a $50 gift certificate for you and a $50 
gift certificate for them.

Harvest Dance
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It was taken in Annecy, France which is often referred to as the 
“Venice of the Alps” due to the many quaint canals, and crys-

tal clear water. The town is as charming as the photo depicts! 
Thank you, Jo, for giving us a peek into your recent travels.

Wait, wait, wait…isn’t Miss Megan supposed to be back in school, trudg-
ing through homework assignments, looking 

glum and worn? Well, she did begin school again but was last 
seen jet setting to Maine…again! It’s true, I spotted her flying up 
to Maine with her mom and grandmother for her cousin’s wed-
ding and a relaxing stay at a camp on Worthley Pond in Peru.  
The house slept 12 and had a small deck over the shallow end of 
the pond where I found her and her mom sitting most of the day 
Saturday. The outdoor ceremony was beautiful and it was really great to see everyone. A 
quick trip, but well worth the memories.

Back on the homefront, Megan had 3 days of recruitment workshops 
to prepare for sorority formal recruitment and boy was she glad to recon-
nect with all of her sisters. Her fall semester days are shaping up with 4 
classes and officer meetings.  Although recruitment week is grueling, they 
brought 17 new members on board and she can’t wait to get to know 
them all! What an amazing group of people and a program that has surely 
changed Miss Megan’s life for good. You go, girl!!

Megan

Travels This beautiful picture was submitted by 
Josephine ‘Jo’ Ferrazza who recently 
visited France.The magical Holiday Ball 

is your final chance in 
2016 to invite your neigh-
bors and friends to an el-
egant dinner with festive en-
tertainment.  So, if you have 
a friend or neighbor that has 
mentioned displeasure with 
their current advisor, now 
is the time to tell them about 
your wealth advisor and 
offer them an opportunity to 
meet him in a relaxed, non-
threatening atmosphere.  
Celebrate the beginning of 
the holiday season by shar-
ing your Spicer Wealth Fam-
ily with them!  Mark the date 
on your calendar and watch 
the mail for your invitation. 

Holiday Ball
November 18th

at the
Mandalay

Banquet Center

October’s birth flower is the Calendula.  Native to southwestern Asia, Calendula’s 
are known as marigolds while the Latin diminutive calendae means “little calen-

dar” or “little clock”.  Of course, over the ages, the yellow dye from the flowers has 
been extracted and used as a coloring agent, while the petals are edible.  The calen-
dula oil is a wound treatment and an anti-inflammatory.  Such important uses from 
such a beautiful and tiny flower! (https://en.wikipedia.org)

October Fun Facts



We are fast approaching that time when you can change your Prescription Drug Plan or your Medicare Advan-
tage Plan to a different plan, maybe a better one if that applies to you. Hopefully, everyone has been reading 

my previous letters, so no one is saying “What? Like there is a difference in plans?” “Aren’t they all basically the same, 
just from a different carrier?”  

Typically, when we talk about branding, we think of the most popular brands as being the best, but sometimes it 
is the price that determines what is the best. How many times have you heard that if it costs the most, it must be the 
best? Doesn’t this depend on how you define best? Let’s look at peanut butter as an example. I have bought the more 
expensive, fresh ground nut butter from a health store.  While these were good, in my opinion, they were not as good 
as Jif peanut butter. I have also tried the less expensive store brands and only my son Devon preferred a store brand 
over Jif.  Jif now has so many varieties and flavors of peanut and other nut butters to choose.  Fortunately, you can 
sample all of these to pick favorites.

The same variety of choices can be said of Advantage plans and drug plans. I can show you advantage plans rang-
ing from 0 monthly premiums all the way up to $150 monthly premiums. Some have vision and dental coverage and 
others do not.  Out of pocket maximums vary by thousands of dollars.  Drug plans vary as well. Premiums are any-
where from $18.60 a month to $128 a month. Deductibles range from 0 to $360. (in 2016) They all vary in network 
providers and can limit the doctor or pharmacy you can use.

Is your best choice based on price, company, deductible, the network or what? How can you tell? You have to 
choose one and unless you have a major change that puts you into a special election period, you have to stay with this 
one plan for the entire year. Ok, so you know you can try every plan available for a year and keep switching until you 
find the perfect plan, but this will take about 37 years to complete as there are that many plans available to some of 
you. Plus, as the plans change every year, your perfect plan may not be the perfect plan next year. You have to look at 
your list of medications, your preferred pharmacies, your physicians if you have an advantage plan, your preference 
of paying deductibles and your willingness to switch physicians or pharmacies. You have to compare your preferences 
with the available plans. You can eliminate some of them right away if your pharmacies or physicians are not in the 
network and you are not willing to switch. Next, compare the cost of your medications. Pay special attention to the 
name brand drugs as this is where the larger costs are. Remember some plans will label a medication as a tier 3 and 
others as a tier 4 and charge more.

Again, you really need to review your plan every year and make sure you still have the best plan for you. Switching 
from one plan to another does not cost anything to complete and may save you money in the upcoming year. Give us 
a call and we will be glad to help you do this. Annual enrollment starts on October 15th and runs through December 
7th with sneak peeks starting on October 1st. Please call now to schedule a time to come in and review your plans.  
Don’t wait until December 8th to call, it will be too late and you will have to wait until next October.

Looking forward to seeing you in October.

Amy Gephart

Ready, Set, Enroll. Happy Medicare Annual Enrollment!
by Amy Gephart



Vote - November 8 – election day
You will not receive another newsletter from our office prior to the Election.  I do not feel it is my place 

to provide you with my recommendations on any candidate.  I do feel that it is all of our duty, as free 
Americans, to take advantage of the privilege to vote.  Many veterans have given the ultimate sacrifice to 
provide us with this privilege and many other veterans are dealing with various disabilities as a result of 
their service to our country.  We need to honor these men and women who took time away from their 
education and their families to go and serve our country in the military.  This is one of many blessings we 
have been granted by their service that many other people around the world do not have.

It is sad that our political environment has narrowed down the two major candidates of Hillary Clinton 
(D) and Donald Trump (R).   A vote for any third party candidate, like Jill Stein or Gary Johnson, will be con-
strued a vote for the Democratic candidate if past election results are any indication.  As of my writing this 
article, neither of the third party candidates has gotten to 15% in the polls to make it to any of the debates.

Neither major party candidate is perfect.  You will not agree with all positions on various topics from 
either candidate. We have to judge which candidate will do their best to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States and represent all Americans in foreign and domestic matters.  Which candidate will leave 
office making America a better place for our children and grandchildren?  Many persons have stated this 
is the first time in the history of our country that our children will not have a better life than their parents.  
Do we want to continue down this path?

Over the years, we have had good and bad Presidents from both parties win the election.  The United 
States of America has survived through the bad Presidents.  What we do need to understand and think 
very long and hard about it the consequence of this Presidential Election, as this President will be appoint-
ing at least 2 Supreme Justices to the Supreme Court during their term in office---potentially up to four 
could be appointed.  These appointments will affect the United States for many years to come with some 
Justices serving for 20 or more years.  Our government was set up with three branches of Government for 
the purpose of a division of powers, Legislative (Congress), Judicial (Supreme Court) and Executive (Presi-
dent).  It seems over the past 20 yrs. or so, the Executive Branch has over reached its powers by using 
Executive Orders to make law.  We have seen examples where the Judicial Branch has made law from the 
bench.  Who will these candidates be appointing to the Bench?  Will they uphold the true words of the 
Constitution of the United States, or will they interpret it based upon the political whims of the times and 
try to legislate from the bench? 

Our Forefathers had a vision for a great America.  They thought of checks and balances throughout the 
system that they created.  They believed in a Capitalistic system not a Globalist or Socialistic system.  Which 
candidate will best uphold these principals?  It’s not about the color of their skin, their gender, their race or 
ethnic background.  Look at the bigger picture of what is best for the America you wish your children and 
grandchildren to inherit.  Which candidate will move our country in this direction?  Please take these com-
ments seriously as you go to the voting station and cast your ballot.  Please do not stay home and forfeit 
your right to vote.

Bryon K. Spicer 
Wealth Advisor
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