
“September days have the warmth
of summer in their briefer hours,
but in their lengthening evenings
a prophetic breath of autumn.

The cricket chirps in the noontide,
making the most of

what remains of his brief life.
The bumblebee is busy among

the clover blossoms of the aftermath,
and their shrill and dreamy hum

hold the outdoor world
above the voices of the song birds,

now silent or departed.”
- September Days

By Rowland E. Robinson, Vermont 
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It’s no surprise that Kay and Bryon spend most weekends at the lake cottage 
and who would blame them? They really do have a large number of friends 
at the lake and, even when they don’t boat, there is still plenty to do. Card 

games, reading, cottage projects or grilling out…it’s all fun. I wonder 
sometimes though, if Bryon and Jim get into a little too much trouble 
at the Amish Auction. I suspect that most weekends Kay stares down 
pounds and pounds and bushels and bushels of cabbages, peppers, 
peaches, tomatoes and beans. She has veggies coming out of her 
ears. Does she can it? Do they eat it?  Decorate with it? I think Jim is 
acquiring it for the slew of regulars at the local McDonalds! This all sounds way to yummy…we want 
pictures!

Maybe they feed all the produce to the incoming egret families. That’s 
right, the egrets are back at the lake which is a sure sign that fall is fast 
approaching. The lake is always changing, whether it’s the arrival of 
eaglets, egrets, ice fisherman, lily pads or boaters; Bryon and Kay like 
it all. Summer is always the most fun, but winters in front of the cottage 
fireplace are a close second. Smelling the aromas out of Kay’s cottage 
kitchen in the fall are equally enjoyable.  Let’s just say life at the lake is 
ALL good!!

Lots of good things have been 
happening at the office, too. No, Bryon didn’t install a fruit and 
veggie stand, but he did recently add a new client service that, 
in the past, would have been referred out. He is now providing 
College Planning Services that include student assessments 
designed to help identify a career path with suggestions on 
which colleges would be best suited for them. The service 
includes: SAT and ACT testing help; assistance with Essay 
Writing for the college applications; and help with the FASA form. The College Planning Service also 
provides a scholarship search and exploration of financing options designed to help pay for college 
while protecting retirement plans. For more information, attend one of the upcoming workshops. See 
the enclosed flyer for more details. 

Paying for college is no laughing matter, but there sure were plenty of giggles 
at Bryon’s 3rd Annual Comedy Night! Over 90 guests enjoyed dinner and were 
entertained by Ted Denson and Mike Armstrong. I do believe that many folks hadn’t 
laughed that hard in a long time. Good times, great friends and lots of laughs. What 
could be better? 

“When you retire, you find yourself responsible for maintaining your own income.  You no longer have 
that paycheck coming in, so you have to create that paycheck.  That means you have to change the way you 
manage money.  You can’t focus on growth.  You have to focus on preservation, and that takes a set of skills 
different from what you likely grew accustomed to in your investment life.  You don’t necessarily know how.  
And wisdom is knowing when it’s time to bring in someone else to advise you”.

A PAGE  from the QUARTERBACK’S  Playbook:

(Spicer, Don’t Get Sacked in Retirement: A Financial Quarterback’s Playbook for Winning the Game, pg 18-19)
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Lazy weekend days at the lake have been Amy and Spencer’s summer routine and they offer no apologizes. Like clockwork, they jump out of 
bed, fuel up on breakfast and then hit the lake for hours of boating and fishing. I’m not sure who has more fun, but I will tell you Rizzo is ready 

to go as soon as the morning dishes are done. She sits by the door waiting and, once the boat is uncovered, she is happy and life is 
good. She even has her water in the cup holder!  Amy has been training Rizzo all summer to alert her when a fish is on the line. You 
see, Amy reads a book while Rizzo watches for fish. Rizzo only takes her eyes off the pole to get a drink 
or if Spencer catches a fish. Once a fish is on the line, she barks and is ready for action.  After the fish is 
caught, she sends it back in the water with a goodbye bite and then gets ready for the next fish. Of course, 
the fishing wears Rizzo out, so she takes a power nap afterwards, and then is ready for the next adventure. 

On Sunday afternoons after they get home from the lake, Amy and Spencer resume work on their yard 
project of cleaning up some overgrown trees in the backyard. To say this is hard to do after lakeside fun 
is an understatement. As they say, it’s hard work but someone has to do it! On a positive note, the work is 

making the area more accessible for the deer and rabbits.  Just the other day a mother deer and her little fawn were spotted in the clearing. So 
precious! 

Not as cute and cuddly as a fawn, but an important endeavor nonetheless, Amy has been busy completing the recertification for Medicare 
Advantage and Prescription Drug Plans. Although not permitted to share the details of the new plan until October 1st, she does encourage 

everyone to read their annual Notice of Change letters. Also be sure to review your list of medications against the 
formulary for each plan, since they do change. I’ll take a speckled fawn sighting over this any day, wouldn’t you?

Pass the syrup and mark your calendars for Amy and Spencer’s Lions Club pancake breakfast in October at Applebee’s 
Restaurant in Centerville. They get to be servers and bus the tables, along with the other Lions and volunteers. The fun continues 
in February when they get to play vampires as they host a blood drive for the American Red Cross. Please don’t faint…bring on the 
cookies and juice!

I guess we could sum up Katie’s month with three F’s…Family, 
Fun and Fishing! It all started when she finally got to meet her 

boyfriend’s family, including his grandparents, when 
they all went out to dinner. I’m not surprised to report 
that they were so smitten with Miss Katie, they ended 
up inviting her to their lake house on Middle Bass 
Island for some fishin’ and canoein’. They even 
dropped the poles and paddles long enough to swing 
by Cedar Point Amusement Park. I don’t know what 
was scarier for Katie…meeting the family or riding 
the rides at Cedar Point! Not to worry, the rides were 

scarier. It does seem, however, that fishing, canoeing and dining out suit her better. To 
top it off, she also got invited to continue the fun with Will’s family at Cumberland Lake 
where they’ll watch the eclipse. WooHoo! Be sure to wear your solar glasses! 

Miss Megan has literally crisscrossed the Midwest…from Cleveland to Columbus to Chicago to Indiana to 
University of Illinois-Champaign…she’s seen it all! I caught up with her and her parents at the Billy Joel concert 

at the Indian’s Stadium in Cleveland. They wore their voices out 
singing, and then walked around downtown, even stopping at 
Morton’s Steakhouse for a first class dinner. I suspect the concert 
was a sell-out due to crowd size, but their seats were decent and 
the weather held up; it even got a little chilly as the sun set. They 
finished the weekend out with several winery visits and a stop in Columbus for dinner on the 
way home. Chalk up another win for Megan! Shoot, can we be adopted into her family—are 

awesome trips included?!
The fun didn’t stop in Cleveland, no sir. A few weeks later, she travelled to Illinois for the 

Chicago Red Stars vs. Orlando Pride game in Bridgeview! Aside from it being so hot outside that 
I think her face make-up and flip flops melted, the Red Stars won and it was a good contest. The 
Chicago traffic however was not a good contest for her nerves! They stayed the night in Merrillville, 
Indiana before driving the rest of the way home and, even though the hotel was only an hour from 
the stadium, the city traffic made it feel like an eternity! What? And you thought Fairborn traffic was 
bad!  

Days later Miss Megan filled up her tank, grabbed her best friend Rosie and their friend Nicole 
and hit the road to visit their mutual friend, Annie. This spur-of-the-moment 
excursion took them to see Annie at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Cham-

paign, where she’s in graduate school. An old friend from their Ohio University days, she graduated in the spring and they 
hadn’t seen her since. Not to be outdone, Nicole announced she is moving away to graduate school in South Carolina, so 
this quick visit was a good way for all of them to see each other before they go their separate ways… again. Good times 
and even better memories!

amy

Did mom and dad win first prize for patience and endurance at the fair? Well if not, they 
should…it’s a lot of work! Jackson and Collin had a good time at the fair with their 4-H 
projects; Collin actually finished third in the duck show while Jackson came in fifth. I 

overheard Jackson claim that his little brother did better because he 
let him have the good duck! What are big brothers for, right? Anyhow, 
Jackson didn’t place with his hog but he isn’t discouraged; he will try 
again next year.  

In Kaynon’s book, Anna’s porch swing wins the blue 
ribbon for the best place to hold court. He came for another 

visit and spent most of his time out on the swing, but he is also starting to move around more 
and doesn’t sit still. No crawling just yet, but with his expert rolling skills…it won’t be long! He 

rolls everywhere he needs to go and if I could make a guess, he’ll be walk-
ing before we know it. Watch out, the fun is just beginning. It won’t be long 
before he’ll be rolling down the street in his first car!

I’m not so sure Jackson and Collin think the beginning of the school year is fun, but 
it’s fast approaching anyway. All joking aside, it seems like the boys are anxious just to 
see their friends again. I can’t believe that Jackson is already in his second year of high school and Collin will be in the 4th Grade. Enjoy the 
last days of summer vacation boys and fill up those backpacks…I hear the school bell ringing!

anna

It’s not too early to begin planning for the end of the 2017 tax season and here are a few strategies 
to help you cruise across the tax finish line.  Need help or have questions, why don’t you visit with 

Bryon?  Call Anna @ 937-426-3836 today. 
• Get organized. Sooner rather than later! It’s never too early to gather receipts for tax deductible 

expenses and sources of income
• Defer Bonuses. This extra money in your pocket may bump you up to another tax bracket and 

increase your tax liability
• Donate to charity. Don’t forget that you can deduct your mileage driven to charitable service. 
• Take a class. Paying for next quarter’s tuition by December 31 may give you a valuable tax credit.
• Maximize your retirement.  Make a contribution to your retirement savings account. 
• Spend your FSA. If you have money left, get caught up on your doctor’s visits. 

Lisa Lewis is a CPA and the TurboTax Blog Editor
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before he’ll be rolling down the street in his first car!

I’m not so sure Jackson and Collin think the beginning of the school year is fun, but 
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Kick off the holiday season in style by attending the lavish Spicer Wealth 
Holiday Ball. An invitation only event, Bryon and Kay pull out all the stops 
with a scrumptious menu, exquisite decorations, fantastic entertainment 
and exciting gifts! It’s a splendid night of thanks and recognition as Bryon 
honors the 2017 Advocate and Ambassadors.  The Ball is also your final 
chance in 2017 to invite your neighbors and friends to a festive evening 
out where you can introduce them to Bryon and the whole Spicer Wealth 
family.

Are you a few points shy of reaching Advocate or Ambassador status?  
Simply give Bryon’s enclosed business cards to folks you know and, if they 
come into the office for a Complete CARES Review with Bryon, you and your preferred friend will re-
ceive a $50 gift certificate and 3 points toward either level.  Remember, the levels accumulate and are:  
Advocate – 5 points  and Ambassador – 10 points.

Mark your calendar and save the date!  Hope to see you at the Ball!

HOLIDAY BALL – NOVEMBER 17TH AT THE MANDALAY BANQUET CENTER

megan
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The evening kicked off  with the humor of  Springfield, 
IL native, Ted Denson. Denson made light of  a 50 year 
old security guard with Cerebral Palsy who happens to be 
married to a Doctor. His funny larks warmed everyone up 
for headliner, Mike Armstrong. When Armstrong took the 
stage, it was laughs galore and side stiches for everyone 
as he relived the pranks he, and his 5 children, played on 
his wife during the course of  their marriage. The uproar 
continued as he shared numerous antics from his 30 year 
career as a detective with the Louisville, KY Police Depart-
ment. They say laughing is really good for the soul and, I 
must admit, they’re right…don’t you?

Come Laugh with Us – 2017

All that is left of  the 2017 Come Laugh with Us comedy night are smiles and that’s just what the 
doctor ordered!  Almost 90 Spicer Wealth Family members joined Kay, Bryon and the gang for a 

delightful evening of  belly laughs and fellowship at the Mandalay Banquet Center.

Bryon and Kay would like to thank all of  the clients and 
guest who took time out of  their busy schedule to 

spend the evening laughing together.  A special thanks 
to all those who brought guests:  Mike & Becky Barnett 
introduced Bryon to their brother Robin and his wife 
Joan; Keith & Jeannine Camp invited Mark & Iris Stoltz; 
Roger Rizzardi was the guest of  Pat Carter; and Ray & 
Lisa Crowder introduced their friends Dennis & Susan 
Bliss.  Effie Economou extended an invitation to her son 
Michael and his fiancé Kim Young, while Nancy Striebich 
was kind enough to escort her mother Virginia Jette to 
the event.  Mike & Kathryn Johnson included their sister 
Susan Dunlap; Barry & Norma introduced their friends 
John & Connie Smith; and Bob & Sandy Rowland hosted 
friends Paul & Kay White.  Until next year’s annual Come 
Laugh with Us event…keep on smiling!    



That’s right, after getting 
their voodoo on, Dick and Kathy 
actually flew to New Orleans to 
meet up with their cousins Jean and Cindy and friends Sheryl and Barb. 
This posse was in good hands with New Orleans regulars like Sheryl 
and Barb who knew how to get them to all the best, most famous 
culinary locations. I’m not sure if Kathy’s going to hang up her garden-
ing gloves for a stew pot, but it’s clear she fell head-over-heels for the 
local Gumbo, Jambalaya, soft shelled crab and Café Du Monde’s world 

famous beignets! With full bellies, the three couples appreciated the local sites and architecture.

These cool cats hit the final Springfield Arts Coun-
cil show in Cliff Park and got in a New Orleans 
state of mind as they enjoyed the sounds of The 

Squirrel Nut Zippers and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy. Both bands have had 
great success over the last 50 years and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy actu-
ally played the Super Bowl half time show several years ago.

kathy
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Later the group took an adventuress cruise of Bourbon and Frenchman Streets where they found the sites quite interesting! For them, it was very unusual 
to see locals and guests walking from bar to bar with drinks in their hands but they really enjoyed the vast amount of local entertainment, especially the dueling 
pianos.

I wonder if Kathy and Dick will 
perform with dueling stock pots 
of gumbo for our tummies…we 
can hope!
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Let’s take a peek at their excursions:
The first tour the “krewe” took was to Float World; an awe-

some facility that  warehouses all the floats from past Mardi 
Gras Parades and all the float designs for the upcoming parade. 
Evidently, construction begins on the following year’s floats on 
Ash Wednesday, which is the day after Fat Tuesday and Mardi 
Gras. They saw all phases of float design which begins with 
gluing sheets of 2” Styrofoam together and hand shaving the 
shape the float requires. After a final sanding, the structure is 
moved to the paper mache’ finishing area where the character 
is smoothed, then  covered with glue and brown craft paper in 
preparation for painting.  After painting, it’s moved to the holding 
area until the base of the float is completed. While they were 
touring the facility, they witnessed the 
base of Harry Connick, Jr.’s float being 
completed. Harry’s “krewe” consists of 
400 performers who pay $1,500 to ride on 
his creation which, by the way, has two 
air-conditioned restroom facilities along 
with a refrigerator to store drinks! Yes, he 
really does ride on the float, but no one 
would know it because everyone wears a 
mask in order to stay anonymous. Locals 
say he spends two week in New Orleans 
to celebrate Mardi Gras and can be seen 
riding his horse through town.  

Where will they go next?!  Any guesses?  Maybe we should have a contest or choose their next destina-
tion…what do you think?

You know, they couldn’t experience New 
Orleans without visiting one of the most notori-
ous people to have lived in this abnormal town. 
You guessed it…they did a cemetery tour which 
included the grave of the infamous Marie Catherine 

Laveau, the Voodoo Queen of New Orleans. All visitors to Ms. Laveau’s tomb leave a gift 
when they visit so, legend has it, she will shower you with good wishes. Of course the “krewe”  
left gifts just to cover their bases.  

   During the cemetery tour they learned that tombs are passed down from generation 
to generation and anyone, with permission from the current deed holder, can be buried in it. 
Tomb burials came from the French and Spanish who owned the New Orleans territory. Due 
to the threat of yellow fever and the fear that bodies buried underground would contaminate the earth, the 
locals built historical tombs which were to be sealed for one year and one day. Curiously, as a result of the hot 
weather, the tombs actually cause a form of cremation to occur; a process still used today.     

KATHY continued
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